JAPAN

form of the theatre recalls rather Elizabethan
than * Greek conditions, the total effect to
my judgment was much more Hellenic than
Shakespearean Again, in Japan, as m ancient
Greece, there is a universal prevalence of art.
The skill and the taste still persist Every
common thing is beautiful, the cups, the tea-
pots, even the very toys The houses, from
the aesthetic point of view, are the most perfect
ever designed. Fineness of taste and skill of
hand seem to be general, save where the
\\estern invasion has destroyed them Add
to this the impression one receives in Japan of
a people " simple, sensuous, and passionate,"
quick to laugh, quick to quarrel, quick to die,
or kill, in everything intense and unreflective,
and you get a resemblance with the Greeks
which is I think, more than superficial. The
points in which the Japanese character and
creation are unlike and inferior to the Greek
depend upon their comparative lack of intellect.
The Greeks were the originators m the West of
philoscphv and science, and their literature is
as remarkable for its intellectual content as
for its aesthetic form. The Japanese have
originated nothing, they took all their ideas
from China, and their literature and art is
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